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Pupil Premium Strategy 

Statement 2025-2028 
 

 

 

Donisthorpe Primary School 

  

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium funding to help improve the attainment 

of our disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this academic year 

and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our school.  

School overview 
Detail Data 

Number of pupils in school  208 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 21.5% on DFE list 

18.3% in school  

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium strategy 

plan covers  

2025-2026 

2026-2027 

2027-2028 

Date this statement was published September 2025 

Date on which it will be reviewed September 2026 

Statement authorised by Jamie Williamson 

Pupil premium lead Jamie Williamson 

Governor/Trustee lead  

 

Funding overview 
Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £68805 

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year  £0 

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous years  £0 

Total budget for this academic year £68805 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

Intent 

Our intention is that all pupils, regardless of background or individual challenges, make strong 

progress and achieve highly across the curriculum. Our pupil premium strategy is designed to 

ensure disadvantaged pupils are supported to achieve this goal, including those who are already 

high attainers. 

When making decisions about the use of pupil premium funding, we carefully consider the con-

text of our school and the challenges our pupils face. We draw on evidence-based research, par-

ticularly from the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF), to guide our choices and to ensure 

that funding is used effectively and represents good value for money. 

Barriers to Learning 

We recognise that disadvantaged pupils may face a range of barriers to learning, including: 

• Limited access to support at home 

• Weak language and communication skills 

• Low self-confidence and self-esteem 

• Behavioural needs 

• Attendance and punctuality issues 

• Complex family circumstances that affect wellbeing 

These challenges are varied, and we understand that there is no “one size fits all” model of dis-

advantage. 

Objectives 

Our ultimate objectives are: 

• To narrow the attainment gap between disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged pupils 

• For disadvantaged pupils to make progress in line with, or above, national expectations 

• To support pupils’ health, wellbeing, and wider development so they can access learning 

successfully 

Implementation 

We will achieve these aims by: 

• Ensuring teaching and learning opportunities meet the needs of all pupils 

• Providing targeted support for pupils in vulnerable groups, including those identified as 

socially disadvantaged 

• Acknowledging that not all disadvantaged pupils are eligible for free school meals, and 

not all pupils eligible for free school meals face disadvantage 

• Allocating funding based on a needs analysis, which identifies priority pupils, groups, or 

classes. This means not all pupils in receipt of free school meals will access the same pro-

vision at any one time 
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Provision 

The range of provision funded by the pupil premium includes: 

• Ensuring consistently high-quality teaching for all pupils 

• Small group support to address gaps in learning 

• 1:1 tuition where needed 

• Additional interventions, including support from Emotional Literacy Support Assistants 

(ELSA), Learning Support Assistants (LSA), or external specialists 

• Enrichment opportunities such as educational visits, residential trips, and extracurricular 

activities, ensuring pupils have access to wider experiences that enhance learning 

• Behaviour and wellbeing support to enable pupils to engage fully with school life 

All pupil premium provision is aimed at accelerating progress so that pupils meet or exceed age-

related expectations. 

Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our disadvantaged 

pupils. 

Challenge 

number 

Detail of challenge  

1 Our pupil premium children are not making as rapid progress in reading, writing and 

maths as non-pupil premium children, meaning attainment for pupil premium is gener-

ally lower than attainment for non-pupil premium children. 

2 Outcomes and progress of the pupils are significantly affected by their home life (high 

numbers of looked after children and children who have experienced adverse 

childhood experiences). 

3 Some of our youngest pupil premium children have poorer oral language and 

vocabulary skills. 

4 Some of our pupil premium children have limited life experiences and opportunities to 

join in with enrichment. 

 

Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, and how 

we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 

Progress in Reading Disadvantaged children are making or exceeding 

nationally expected progress in Reading. 

Achieve national average progress scores in KS2 

Reading 

Progress in Writing Disadvantaged children are making or exceeding 

nationally expected progress in Writing. 
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Achieve national average progress scores in KS2 

Writing  

Progress in Mathematics Disadvantaged children are making or exceeding 

nationally expected progress in Maths. 

Achieve national average progress scores in KS2 

Maths 

Improved attendance for disadvantaged pupils Ensure attendance of disadvantaged pupils is 

above 96% 

Improved attitudes to learning  Reduction of negative behavioural incidents  

 

Improved wellbeing Pupil surveys reflect greater enjoyment and 

engagement in school 

Reduction in referrals to Inclusion/ELSA 

Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) this 

academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £28400 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 

number(s) 

addressed 

Ensure quality first teaching for 

all pupils by providing CPD to 

further improve teaching and 

learning with particular 

emphasis on current pedagogy  

 

Continuing professional 

development for teachers and 

teaching assistants to further 

improve teaching and learning 

 

Continuing professional 

development for teachers and 

teaching assistants related to 

new national writing framework 

 

Research based evidence: High quality teaching 

for all is the most important lever for improving 

outcomes (EEF Guide to Pupil Premium).  

 

Sutton Trust: ‘The effects of high- quality 

teaching are especially significant for pupils 

from disadvantaged backgrounds: over a school 

year, these pupils gain 1.5 years’ worth of 

learning with very effective teachers.’  

 

Research based evidence: EEF: effective 

feedback appears to have a greater effect on 

primary pupils (+8 months) 

 

Research based evidence:  

Mark Rowland, Chartered College: Addressing 

Educational Disadvantage 

1 

2 

3 

 

 

 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/using-pupil-premium
https://www.suttontrust.com/news-opinion/all-news-opinion/pupil-premium-strategies-a-guide-for-teachers/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/feedback
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/feedback
https://my.chartered.college/event/improving-outcomes-for-disadvantaged-learners-with-marc-rowland/
https://my.chartered.college/event/improving-outcomes-for-disadvantaged-learners-with-marc-rowland/
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Well Comm used to support 

speech and language 

development 

Embed the use of Pupil Premium 

First approach to prioritise 

disadvantaged pupils during 

instruction and feedback. 

 

Address the specific academic 

needs of disadvantaged and 

SEND pupils, to ensure that 

support and provision is 

personalised to meet their 

academic barriers to learning. 

 

Fund teacher release time to 

embed key elements of training 

in school and to access 

resources and external CPD 

 

KS2 Soundswrite training 

 

Research based evidence: deployment of 

teaching assistants Deployment of Teaching 

Assistants | EEF 

Research based evidence: High quality teaching 

for all is the most important lever for improving 

outcomes EEF Guide to Pupil Premium 

 

 

 

Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support 

structured interventions)  

Budgeted cost: £25000 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 

number(s) 

addressed 

All classes have at 

least one teaching 

assistant in class per 

morning to assist in 

in-lesson support and 

selected interventions 

and pre-teaching for 

identified children 

 

 

 

Teaching assistants 

directed interventions 

Research based evidence: Small group tuition | EEF Small 

group tuition is defined as one teacher or professional 

educator working with two to five pupils together in a 

group. This arrangement enables the teacher to focus 

exclusively on a small number of learners, usually in a 

separate classroom or working area.  

 

Intensive tuition in small groups is often provided to 

support lower attaining learners or those who are falling 

behind, but it can also be used as a more general strategy 

to ensure effective progress, or to teach challenging topics 

or skills. 

 

1 

2 

3 

 

 

 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/teaching-assistants
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/teaching-assistants
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/using-pupil-premium
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition
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for identified children. 

HLTA 3 x afternoons 

per week, Y6 LSA 2 x 

afternoons per week 

 

Trained emotional 

literacy support 

assistant to deliver 

ELSA sessions 2 

afternoons per week 

 

Continued 

training/continuing 

professional 

development for 

emotional literacy 

support assistant, 1 x 

session per term 

 

Appointment of 

Intervention Lead to 

identify students and 

manage afternoon 

interventions 

 

Establish small group 

interventions for 

disadvantaged pupils 

falling behind age-

related expectations 

in R/W/M 

 

 

Implement Wellcomm 

language intervention 

for increased 

vocabulary 

development 

 

KS2 Soundswrite 

training 

Research based evidence: Oral language interventions | EEF 

Early screening and subsequent intervention of pupils with 

delayed language skills. Oracy programmes and curriculum 

enhancement have a high impact on pupil outcomes (+6 

months). EEF Oral Language 

 

Education Endowment Foundation Teaching and Learning 

Toolkit – one to one tuition 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-

evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition 

 

 

 

 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
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Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, wellbeing) 

Budgeted cost: £15405 

Activity Evidence that supports 

this approach 

Challenge 

number(s) 

addressed 

Reduce the gap in % attendance between disadvan-

taged and non-disadvantaged pupils.  

Reduce the percentage of disadvantaged pupils who 

are persistently absent vs non disadvantaged pupils. 

 

Increase the cultural capital and opportunities 

designed for all pupils in the curriculum, by 

supporting with costs towards trips, visits, workshops 

and residentials. 

 

Clubszone x 2 afternoons per week after-school 

sports clubs, all teachers to run 5 x club sessions 

over academic year, multi-faith trip and residential-

type experience for LKS2 

 

All disadvantaged children given opportunities to 

join after school clubs or targeted directly if lack of 

attendance; sports festival events booked with 

disadvantaged children to be targeted 

 

Partner school with LCH charity – match funding for 

disadvantaged children for school trips 

 

Increase the cultural capital and opportunities 

designed for all pupils in the curriculum through the 

Lyfta Programme 

 

 

Emotional Literacy Support Assistant promoting the 

emotional literacy of children.   

 

Exciting trips and visits will be planned to enhance 

the curriculum including residentials for upper key 

stage 2. 

 

Forest School sessions to build on characteristics for 

learning and develop positive wellbeing  

 

Music tuition and hire/purchasing of instruments 

Research based evidence: 

Supporting attendance | 

EEF Improving attendance 

is a multifaceted mission, 

requiring different 

approaches in different 

contexts. 

 

Latest research around 

cognitive load and learning 

suggests that rich, outside-

of-school experiences 

strengthen children’s 

schema, making new 

learning easier. ‘Students 

learn new content by 

reference to their prior 

knowledge’. Making It 

Stick, Chris Quigley;  

Rosenshine’s Principles in 

Action by Tom 

Sherrington;  

 

Research based evidence: 

Ofsted research (2019) 

places emphasis on 

improving cultural capital, 

particularly for 

disadvantaged pupils. 

Developing cultural capital 

in your primary school   | 

Cornerstones Education 

 

Education Endowment 

Foundation Tiered 

Approach states that pupils 

can be more effective 

learners if they have a good 

understanding of their own 

1 

2 

3 

4 

 

 

 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/leadership-and-planning/supporting-attendance
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/leadership-and-planning/supporting-attendance
https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/blog/developing-cultural-capital-in-your-primary-school/
https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/blog/developing-cultural-capital-in-your-primary-school/
https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/blog/developing-cultural-capital-in-your-primary-school/
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Additional PE kits bought to allow children to 

participate fully in sport to raise self-esteem 

Additional school uniform purchased to ensure PP 

children don’t feel disadvantaged at school 

compared to their peers 

mental health and 

wellbeing and how to 

access strategies/support 

within school (Institute of 

Education Science, 2008; 

Lazowski & Hulleman, 2016; 

OECD, 2015; Yeager & 

Walton, 2011) 

 

 

Total budgeted cost: £68805 
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Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic year 

Outcomes for disadvantaged pupils 

Intended 
outcome 

Success criteria 

Progress in Reading 

 

Disadvantaged 

children are making 

or exceeding 

nationally expected 

progress in 

Reading. 

Achieve national 

average progress 

scores in KS2 

Reading 

No national progress data to enable comparison 

 

All year groups disadvantaged made expected progress or better in reading 

(better than expected progress in Y1/Y2/Y5) 

Y3 decrease in % due to new disadvantaged child joining class – all children who 

started Y3 made expected progress by end of Y3 

 

End of KS2 attainment: 

 

 

 

Progress in Writing 

 

Disadvantaged 

children are making 

or exceeding 

nationally expected 

progress in Writing. 

Achieve national 

average progress 

scores in KS2 

Writing 

No national progress data to enable comparison 

 

Y1/Y2/Y3/Y5/Y6 disadvantaged made expected progress or better in writing 

Y3 decrease in % due to new disadvantaged child joining class – all children who 

started Y3 made expected progress by end of Y3 

 

Y4 – one disadvantaged child did not make expected progress 

 

End of KS2 attainment: 

55

60

65

70

2023 2024 2025

Reading EXS disadvantaged

Donisthorpe National
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Progress in 

Mathematics 

 

Disadvantaged 

children are making 

or exceeding 

nationally expected 

progress in Maths. 

Achieve national 

average progress 

scores in KS2 Maths 

All year groups disadvantaged made expected progress or better in maths (better 

than expected progress in Y1/Y4/Y5) 

Y3 decrease in % due to new disadvantaged child joining class – all children who 

started Y3 made expected progress by end of Y3 

 

End of KS2 attainment: 

 

 

Improved 

attendance for 

disadvantaged 

pupils 

92.3%, up from 91.5% in 2024-2025 

Disadvantaged persistent absence 28.8%, down from 38.1% in 2024-2025 

 

Improved attitudes 

to learning  

 

Reduction of 

negative 

behavioural 

incidents  

 

 

Reduction in fixed suspensions from 23-24 (4/5 of children disadvantaged) to 

24-24 

 

23-24: 41 days suspensions 

24-25: 2 days suspensions 

Improved wellbeing  

Pupil surveys reflect 

greater enjoyment 

and engagement in 

school 

Fewer referrals to ELSA/Inclusion, no repeat referrals.  

Qualitative data from pupil voice, parent surveys, teacher observations demon-

strate sustained high levels of wellbeing.  

Increase in participation in enrichment activities, particularly among 

disadvantaged pupils     

0
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2023 2024 2025

Writing EXS disadvantaged

Donisthorpe National

0
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80

2023 2024 2025

Maths EXS disadvantaged

Donisthorpe National
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Reduction in 

referrals to 

Inclusion/ELSA 

 

 


